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Friday, March 1, 2002 

As Director of the Pedagogy of Action Study Abroad Program to South Africa, I am writing to 
express my enthusiasm with regard to working with Addi Lang and the Return to Roots Africa 
Program. The Pedagogy of Action Program is pleased to be a uplift endeavors. We look forward 
to supporting these endeavors during our time in South Africa via our collaboration and 
HIV/AIDS education efforts.   

The Pedagogy of Action Study Abroad Program seeks to contribute to the fight against HIV/AIDS 
in South Africa, while impacting, challenging, and enriching the worldview of University of 
Michigan student participants.  The study abroad accomplishes this goal by having students work 
with community groups in Black South African townships to help with HIV prevention education 
efforts in South Africa. The module of HIV education I developed is designed to educate the non-
literate, and to empower them to become second-generation teachers and use the module to teach 
HIV prevention to their own communities. Through this training of teachers, the education 
intervention is completely sustainable. Thus the program aims to not only give students and 
members of participating South African townships an invaluable exercise in activism, social 
responsibility, and agency; but also to leave communities with an HIV education intervention that 
has tremendous potential to positively impact community health.       

In closing, I very much look forward to working with Addi Lang and the Return to Roots Africa 
Program. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
  
 
Nesha Z. Haniff 
Director, Pedagogy of Action Study Abroad Program to South Africa 
Center for Afro-American and African Studies and Women's Studies 
University of Michigan 
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